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I can do nothing against His will. If God does not exist,
everything depends on me, and I am obliged to assert my in-
dependence." Now, the highest degree of a man's insubordi-
nation is to negate his own existence. If man can, by his own
will, put an end to his life, he is free, he is God. "If God does
not exist, then I myself am God." And Kirilov adds this sur-
prising remark, "Man has invented God only to be able to
live without killing himself."
We are thus brought back to the dialectic of the under-
ground man. Man has built an idol for himself and the walls
of religion solely to protect himself against freedom which
frightens him. He has imprisoned himself because of his fear
of independence. He has humiliated himself before his own
creation. And Kirilov takes up the theme of the crucifixion
that was first expressed by Hippolyte in The Idiot: "If the
laws of nature did not spare Christ, then the whole planet is
nothing but a lie, it rests upon a lie, and corresponds only to
a stupid mockery."
Since the divine principle in its old form is absurd, since
man himself is God despite his will to be a slave, the world
needs proof of the true order of things. Kirilov's suicide, that
is not motivated by any external reason, will be the justifica-
tion of that total freedom which makes man the lord of the
universe. "He who is the first must absolutely kill himself,
for who else would make a beginning, who else would sup-
ply the proof? I will kill myself absolutely, to make a begin-
ning. ... I will begin, I will open the door." After his sacri-
fice, men will understand. They will overthrow the walls of
Christian morality and become gods. "A happy and proud
man will be born who will not care whether he lives or dies."
It is interesting to note to what extent Kirilov remains im-
bued with the doctrine that he consciously rejects. Like